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From the cradle of civilization to the heart of contemporary conflict, the

Mediterranean has always been at the nexus of humanity; the connecting point

between cultures and countries, religions and dreams. It is the highway on which

adventurers set off to discover worlds beyond its shores. NEXUS celebrates this

history through the diverse, thought-provoking and discursive work of artists

drawn from east to west.



The Space Between
The space of creation

The space which divides

Is the space between us

The journey of Nexus starts at the 

beginning – the sea itself. Creation 

myths often begin with a watery 

void, the space between that 

connects and divides, and from 

which everything originates.



Sami Alkour

Sami Alkour is a visual Syrian artist living in 

Beirut. He has a Masters Degree in Fine Arts 

from Damascus University. He was a 

lecturer in the same university until 2018. 

Sami has participated in many exhibitions, 

solo and collective, in Syria, Lebanon, 

Kuwait, and the USA.

”In Salty Water” was the first solo exhibition 

Sami held in 2019 at gallery 392RMEIL393, 

Beirut. His artworks have been displayed at 

various prestigious artspaces in Lebanon, 

like Beirut Art Week 2019, Art Scene 

Gallery and Gallery Janine Rubeiz.

Hustle 2019 mixed media on canvas 115 x 104

The Red Octopus 2019 mixed media on canvas 120 x 100



Vian Borchert

In her own words…

I am an expressionist artist, I consider all my artwork to 
be visual poems.
Art for me is a universal language by which all 
comprehend. I aim to connect with people through my 
visual world and through my vision aspiring for the 
world to come together through the arts.
Moreover, nature plays a huge part in my artistic 
journey. I am an avid nature observer where 
contemplating upon nature helps me reach inner peace 
and attain moments of Zen.
My artwork albeit abstract in nature offers symbolism 
referencing the status of a mysterious future.

To add, my art showcases a sense of identity of who I am as an artist: 

my hopes and dreams. Furthermore, my works intend to evoke the 

feelings of rejuvenation achieved through the love for nature and its 

endless bounty that it bestows upon humanity. Hence, nature is not 

only a place for me to meditate upon, but it also energizes and 

empowers me to give back to the world through my creative vision, 

talent and aesthetics. Consequently, my art becomes a reflection of 

my life’s journey along with connecting the past to the present while 

approaching the future with a sense of wonder to what it holds.



Dawn Steam 2019 acrylic on canvas 60 x 60 Blue Waves 2019 acrylic on canvas 60 x 60



Jose Gomez

Azul 2019 oil on canvas 150 x 100 cm

Tarde de Pesca 2018 oil on canvas 150 x 120 cm

Jose Gomez is a Lima born artist whose work details life 
on the shores of the sea.



Home
Whether we are grown in its soil

or washed on its shores,
this is…home

Home…a concrete concept for some, yet for those of us who are 

immigrants, it can be complex. These artists all explore specific places, 

places that, whether the land of their birth or one they have adopted, 

they call home. 



Jota Amoros

Jota’s life has always been linked to the arts: actor, painter, illuminator,

graphic designer, museum designer, performing arts technical director,

theater teacher. His paintings are a reinventing of the works of Joaquin

Sorolla, a painter known for his magnificent renderings of light and

color which perfectly evoked Valencian landscapes.
Espacio/Tiempo 2021 collage 51 x 51

En su lugar 2021 collage 61 x 41



Lucinda Currell

Lucinda Jeanne Currell completed her BFA at the

Lebanese University Institute of Fine Arts in

2019, where she specialized in painting

landscapes. Lucy was born and raised in

Melbourne, spent formative years in New Haven,

USA, and moved to Lebanon in 2012.

Lucinda also holds a BA (Hons) degree in

English Literature and Classics from the

University of Melbourne, with a thesis on the

motif of the cave in Ovid. Her recent work deals

with fragility and vulnerability in nature. She is

an incoming MFA student at the Lebanese

University.
Looking North, 1:50 pm 2020 acrylic on linen 80 x 60 Looking North 5:20pm 2020 acrylic on linen 80 x 60



Rana Fawaz

Rana Fawaz is a graduate from the Lebanese 

University, IBA2, with a Masters degree in 

Plastic Arts. Her work focuses on capturing 

moments in nature by poetic and vibrant 

brushstrokes. She is very interested in Lebanon’s 

environmental scenery, and her work often 

depicts areas that mean the most to her and her 

childhood.

Rana is best known for her colorful

interpretations of Lebanon’s beautiful villages 

and energetic nature.

Al Hamman River 2019 watercolor on paper 
37 x 30Baakline River 2017 oil on canvas 70 x 50



Una Cara/Mi Cara
a stranger/myself

Una cara/mi cara – a stranger/myself. Them and us. The other and the 

self.

The portrait – whether of another or of ourself – is of enormous 

importance in art, and a genre which reveals more than just the physical. 



Araceli Carrion

The worlds of Araceli Carrión escape our domain, but from their 

human dimension, all too human, and not for that, of course, any less 

disturbing.

These are dreamlike universes, nocturnal, extraordinarily imaginative 

and expressive, in which colors explode, splendid, in the midst of 

lunar landscapes. In Them the loneliness is shown, blue, of women 

pregnant with life, with emotions, also with memories. The infinite 

undulations of their hands and bodies, of their hair like threads, which 

untie them from the earth and from those geometric floors –which 

have at the same time the power to multiply dreams-, make them 

powerful and fragile at the same time.

Her landscapes are the landscapes of the soul, of moods, wrapped in a 

thousand shades of blue (because perhaps blue is contained in 

everything). They are scenes of dreams, desire, fear.

Its protagonists are the women, who are prolonged in a fascinating way in 

hands, in hair, in cavities that lead to other cavities; on curves that link to 

other curves. Ancient and lunar goddesses, also subjected to the Chance 

of their own lives, to desolation, illness, love, separation and death.

Why do the women in Araceli Carrión's paintings have six fingers? 

Perhaps because, otherwise, they would be missing one, she replies. 

Because Araceli's paintings denote presences, more than absences. She 

has the virtue of making the invisible visible and of summoning the 

origin, an origin that was perhaps that of our childhood, or that of the 

very origin of the world, with which we often confuse it. That beginning 

is in her Collages in those wheels, those circles that are explosions of 

color, of energy, of a thousand materials saved from shipwrecks and 

oblivion. Perhaps the only certainty that Araceli suggests to us is that of 

childhood, with her dolls and objects, although she also questions us from 

her solitude, with a somewhat lost and strange voice.

We are invited to the worlds of Araceli because we also dream and live 

them, or because we glimpse them in our childhood. We owe her her 

ability to invoke them, to make them present again.



Cuando puedo vida 2021 oil on board 73 x 60 Nada por boca 2021 oil on board 73 x 60



Creation by destruction acrylic on canvas 30 x 24

Face of a MaBoAnD mixed media on canvas
113 x 73

Michel Doumit

Michel Doumit is a Lebanese contemporary artist 

with a masters degree in Plastic Arts from the 

Lebanese University and a masters degree in Art & 

science from ITMO university, St. Petersburg, 

Russia.

“Creation by destruction” is one of Michel's latest 

projects. His portraits are created by the back and 

forth process of making and destroying. Using 

multiple layers in the materials and thinking process 

Michel creates the most intriguing faces. ”From a 

young age, I drew faces with crossed lines, over the 

photos, inside my books, always enjoying the action 

of ruining. After many years of artistic research, I am 

now a lot more conscious about the type of 

destruction that I want to make in order to create an 

ambiguous, yet provocative expression.”



Body/Soul

The figure has always been a foundation of fine 

art. But it is more than merely the physical; it is 

the emotional basis underlying the skin which 

creates the essence of a painting. The abstraction 

of the figure is a device where an artist can strip 

down to the emotional level.  

Body/Soul is an explortion of the relationship 

between the physical and the emotional selves. 

The hidden depths of who we are lurking 

underneath the cloak of our skin. 



Dzovig Arnelian

Dzovig Arnelian is an experimental Lebanese -

Armenian artist with a Masters Degree in Fine Arts. 

She is a bold feminist artist mostly working on 

themes related to gender roles, women 

empowerment, patriarchy criticism and so on.

Her artworks include working on various materials 

and in different mediums like painting, body prints, 

prints, photography etc. The most interesting aspect 

in Dzovig’s body of work is her daring depiction of 

themes which often shock the audience with their 

intimacy and fearlessness.

A Blue Body 2019 
mixed media on canvas 21 x 20

Poetic Red 2019 acrylic on linen 23 x 23



Elizabeth Hefty-Khoury

Elizabeth Hefty-Khoury is a London born 

writer and artist, and co-owner of Bloom 

Gallery in Valencia, Spain. Her work is a 

symbolic interpretation of the body. Issues 

such as grief, mental illness, violence, and 

inequality inform her use of the corporeal as 

a representation of the emotional being. As 

well as an MFA in Painting, Elizabeth holds 

a MA in Celtic Studies, and her interest in 

comparative mythology forms an important 

part of her research methodology. She 

believes that a painting holds multiple 

narratives, interpretable through different 

viewpoints and experience. Her figures are 

deliberately fragmented and abstracted, 

faceless and often with gender ambiguous.
Martyr Complex 2019

acrylic on canvas 122 x 48 
Dissolution # 1 2016 

oil on canvas 122 x 48 cm



Paul Merhy

Paul Merhy is a Lebanese artist with a Masters 

degree in Plastic Arts from the Lebanese 

University. He is not only a painter with 

diverse technical and aesthetical research but 

is also a Fine Art restorer and an exceptional 

woodworker.

The most remarkable aspect of Paul’s body of 

work is its intimacy in subject manner. Most 

of his works express fierce emotions like fear, 

anger, and melancholy by way of the most 

challenging visual interpretations. Because art 

must show how we genuinely feel, Paul 

unapologetically showcases the bitter side of 

life, and the emotional challenges we face 

with the most stunning compositions and use 

of materials.
Untitled 1 2016 mixed media on canvas 120 x 90 Untitled 3 2016 mixed media on canvas 70 x 60



States of Being

Human versus Nature

What is human? 
What is natural?
Does the act of capturing 
nature 
as an image transform it into 
something else? 
Something manmade?



Karen Eva Laing

Karen expresses herself through her 

photography, each of them telling a 

different story. She believes that words 

cannot capture the full emotion of the 

moment. She finds her inspiration in the 

beauty of nature, people and places. In 

her own words, her work can best be 

described as photo-poetry.

B & W NY 2015 photographB & W Valencia Botanical Gardens 2020 photograph



Elise Zakhour

Elise Zakhour is a Lebanese artist. She 

holds a degree in Interior Architecture and a 

BA in Plastic Arts. She is currently pursuing 

her Masters degree at the Lebanese 

University, Faculty of Fine Arts and 

Architecture, Branch II. She also has a 

certificate of iconography and mosaics.

In this series, Elise discusses a state of 

instability and confusion through 

photography and complex digital contrast.

Untitled 2021 photo collage 70 x 50 Untitled 2021 photo collage 70 x 50



The Human & The Divine
To know the unknowable

man invented the gods

and cowered in powerlessness

at what their imagination had wrought

Art can depict the intangible. For time immemorial, humans have 

been trying to visualize concepts of the divine, the soul; the 

obscure aspects of being that defy description. Symbolism, color, 

texture, form…become part of the alchemy of artistic process in 

trying to show the unknowable. 



Moushegh Karavartanian

Moushegh is a Lebanese-Armenian artist, born in Beirut in 

1992. His work focuses on canvas paintings using acrylic 

and oil paint. He has created many murals of various sizes 

as commissions, as well as volunteer work and participating 

in several local and international collective exhibitions. 

Moushegh holds a BA in Fine Arts from LU IBA2 and is 

currently enrolled in his 2nd year of masters in Fine Arts.

Moushegh’s current work examines multiple artistic 

expressions of individuality within societies by blending 

elements of eastern and western visual art. He focuses on 

the symbolic language of Tibetan esoteric Buddhist 

thangkas, Christian Iconography, as well as modern and 

contemporary Symbolist painters, as a means of expressing 

the sacred and the ineffable, to establish a specialized 

codification for his artistic process.

Purity 2020 acrylic on canvas 70 x 50

Heaven on Earth 2016 oil on canvas 80 x 60



Maria Jesus Novella

Valencian painter Maria’s work is highly symbolic. With the work The Nudity of the Woman Maria wanted to 

show the vulnerability of women with the fetal posture, and yet at the same time their strength manifested 

through the long red hair. For different cultures, hair has symbolic meaning, in terms of personal power.

With the work Awakening she wanted to show the 

awakening of consciousness through the wings that are 

reflected in the water, and how the woman walks into the 

interior of the lake in an encounter with nature that is 

ultimately a reflection of her own qualities of calm, 

stillness, silence.



Lodi Sabra

Lodi Sabra is a Lebanese artist with a Masters Degree 

in Plastic Arts from the Lebanese University, IBA2. 

Using diverse materials like fabrics, papers, wood, iron, 

wires and sand, she expresses her mixed feelings about 

life itself. Creating dynamic, random yet very 

disciplined compositions, Lodi creates an artistic space 

for positivity and hope.

With innocent but extraordinarily rich colors, she 

represents her ongoing passion for nature, art and 

human existence. Through her powerful body of work 

and a perfect combination of mediums she brings life to 

the abandoned spaces of the viewer’s soul.



The Cradle of the Goddess
Temples of deities

their images molded in clay,

now fallen into forgotten legends of dust,

fragments of history, lost in time

Art is a constant process of imagining and reimagining, and artists 

continue to explore pre-existing imagery, repurposing and altering it in 

form and meaning.



Noura Bakkar

Noura Bakkar is a Lebanese feminist artist with a 

Masters Degree in Plastic Arts from the Lebanese 

University. Noura’s work explores taboo topics focusing 

on queer bodies within conservatism. Having been born 

in a conservative region herself, she has been able, 

during her studies, to challenge the status quo with her 

daring sculptures, illustrations, paintings, video art and 

installations.

“Reclaiming Aphrodite” is a sculpture installation that 

revolves around the re-representation of the body of 

“Woman” through an inclusionary “female gaze”. It 

consists of 28 colored clay sculptures of similar sizes. 

These sculptures portray hybrids of deformed bodies due 

to the pressure that women are put under in the 

patriarchal system, a system based on sexism, misogyny, 

internalized misogyny, homophobia, transphobia, etc.

Aphrodite 1 2019 clay 20 x 7 x 5

Aphrodite 3 2019 clay 12 x 8 x 6 cm



Patrick J Fenech

Patrick J Fenech is a practicing artist and educator. He 

started photography in the late 70s and soon after was 

awarded a 4 year scholarship by the Institute Italiano di 

Cultura to study photography and design in Florence and 

Milan. He later on obtained an MFA in Digital Arts from 

the University of Malta, where he is now a visiting 

lecturer of Photography in the Faculty of Media and 

Knowledge Sciences and The Built Environment.Cradles of Elegance II 2009 photograph 40 x 30

Cradles of Elegance III 2009 photograph 40 x 30



Words & Pictures

A picture tells a thousand words

A word can paint a picture

Calligraphy has a long and distinguished history, as does pictography 

and graphic design. These artists were paired as they represent 

oppositional forces: the power of words transformed to image, and 

images conveying words.



Laura Lledo

Laura graduated in Fine Arts from the 

Polytechnic University of Valencia. She 

currently combines her work as a graphic 

designer with her artistic work in the fields of 

illustration and painting. Her work reflects on 

social reality, creating visual metaphors that 

invite the viewer to interpret the relationship 

between non-obvious concepts.

Lo inevitable digital illustration 42 x 29.7

Sin facturar digital illustration 42 x 29.7



AbdulRahman Naanseh

Fascinated by the abstraction of thoughts, emotions 

and language through aesthetically mesmerizing 

symbols, AbdulRahman Naanseh, a highly 

determined calligrapher, has made it to the top with 

his bold compositions of Arabic lettering. With the 

support of his father, a self-taught calligrapher, he 

has excelled this field and won many awards all over 

Syria.

Through vivid compositions, he breaks the classical 

norms of Arabic lettering creating a unique 

contemporary language to express his inner world. 

His palette consists of interesting color combinations 

varying with every theme using organic inks and 

supports.

With his passion for Arabic calligraphy, Naanseh is 

on a never ending search for modern ways to write 

and paint his contemporary ideas about life, humans 

and their reactions to adversity.

Love and War in Damascus 2018 
ink on paper 29.7 x 21

Between a female and a male  2019 acrylic on canvas 150 x 90



Teller of Tales
I am a teller of tales

a weaver of words…

of history and of make believe

All art tells a story, but some artists specifically 

position their work within the genre of storytelling. 

These tellers of tales create visual narratives 

through pictures, inviting the viewer into their 

worlds. 



Raquel Clausi

A visual storyteller, Raquel’s deeply personal photographic work is a series of images, metaphors 

for her own life journey. They allow her to observe the landscape from new perspectives, new 

emotions. The beaches of the Mediterranean form a large part of her memories and experiences, 

and it is the fullness of this landscape where her gaze, after travelling through space to the infinity 

of the horizon, turns inland, and gives fruit to the images that she creates.

NAO 2014 digital art triptych 180 x 40



Lynn Osman holds a Masters degree in Visual Arts from the Lebanese 

University and a Graphic Design Bachelors Degree from the American 

University of Beirut. Her visual research interests are comparative 

subculture and underground music production.

Lynn’s visual essays are part of the permanent collection of 

Marguerite Duras Public Library, Paris and was exhibited at 

the Tokyo Art Book Fair. One of her projects was awarded the 

Step Beyond Travel grant by the European Cultural 

Foundation.

Lynn Osman

Fire 2010 wood cut  42 x 59.4

Fear at Scale 2011 acrylic on canvas 80 x 80



Untitled 2021 oil pastel on paper 
mounted on wood 20.6 x 15

Joanna Raad

Joanna Raad is a Lebanese multidisciplinary artist 

and lecturer. She recently joined AUB as a 

lecturer at the faculty of arts and art history 

(FAAH). She has a Ph.D. in Theater, a Master's in 

Cinema, and a BA in performing arts from the 

Saint-Joseph University in Beirut (USJ/IESAV).

After many years of research, Joanna has 

chosen to focus the theme of her art works 

on childhood and visual memories. In a 

naïve and neoexpressionistic style, she 

creates vivid compositions of color, 

documenting and reconstructing the past in 

a modern way.

“Drawing is an intimate gesture, almost 

like writing a diary. There is freedom in 

drawing, as I can quickly and 

spontaneously express myself within the 

intimacy of a bedroom or in any public 

place or even a plane.”

Untitled 2020 oil pastel on paper 27 x 29.6



Digital Nomads
And they traveled 

Across seas

Across the invisible divides

Existing in a world of complete fiction

Art knows no boundaries. It wanders across borders, 

literal and metaphorical. In digital form it transcends 

even the physical, existing in the ether, real and yet 

intangible. 



Luisa Maria Benito

Luisa is a Spanish digital 

artist whose neo avant-garde 

work has a beautiful dreamy, 

vintage feel to it. 

Hipatia digital mixed media 42 x 29.7

Lunes llego un dia nuevo digital mixed media 42 x 29.7



Amr Fahed

Amr Fahed is a Syrian artist based in Damascus. He graduated from the 

Faculty of Fine Arts, Damascus University with a Bachelors degree in 

Sculpture, and has gained renown for his digital media works focusing 

on narratives about Syrian children trapped in war.

He was asked about the basis of his work in an interview.

Has the conflict that is raging in Syria since a few years had an 

impact on the core element of your art? What has changed?

As I mentioned before, the human condition is the primary theme of my 

artistic itinerary. Paradoxically I noticed in recent times that what 

happened and still is happening in Syria gave the Syrian artists and the 

Syrian Art an opportunity to be discovered and recognized all over the 

world. Human suffering as a source for recognition of the Syrian Art?

Are you living in Syria? Has the place you are living in changed your art?

I used to live outside of Syria, but I remained closely connected with all what 

had happened there. My artistic productivity seemed to be as large as the events 

occurring in my country were numerous. Then I decided to come back to Syria 

in 2014 to be closer to the events, and so to be able to express in a deeper way 

the suffering of my homeland, my people and the Syrian children. I felt the need 

to come closer to what my source of inspiration is. Now back in Syria, my art 

gained somewhat in credibility, since I am living in the heart of those terrible 

events.

What are your hopes and dreams for yourself as an artist and especially as a 

Syrian

artist?

My biggest and only real hope is to be able to express to the world the pain and 

suffering endured by the Syrian people during this war, especially the pain of the 

innocent children of Syria, and all the horrendous crimes that have been and still 

are committed against them. Of course I would be more than glad to see my art 

exhibited in an art gallery outside Syria, for instance in Europe. I then would 

consider it a victory in regards of condemning the global elites who participate 

in bringing such sadness in the eyes of the Syrian children.



Freedom digital art



Freedom to the sky, digital art



Zakaria Al Omar/Luay Salha

Zakaria is a graphic design graduate from the institute of science 

and technology in Syria. With his immense passion for digital art, 

he has made it to the top with his intriguing cultural 

compositions. In this series, made in collaboration with Luah 

Salha, Zakaria creates traditional Lebanese scenes.

Luay is a graphic designer/video editor, but would like to 

introduce himself as a story teller. Every piece he works on will 

eventually tell a story, whether it is a sketch, a photograph, or a 

video. His creativity is triggered by putting his inner thoughts and 

ideas into the outside world, to create a bizarre mix of 

imagination and what reality means.

Coffee of the sky 2019 digital art 200 x100



Your hands are still 2019 digital art 150 x 200



Pandemic
One day, the world stood still

and we all held our breath 

as everything stopped

The pandemic changed everything inextricably. 

These artists portray the height of the crisis 

from two perspectives: the outside and the 

inside. The frontline workers exposed on a 

daily basis, and the strange isolation that 

lockdown forced on us all. 



Lea Helou

A highly talented artist Lea Helou has completed her 

BA in Fine Arts from the Lebanese university. 

Through in depth research to create a unique artistic 

identity, she has experimented freely, dabbling 

playfully in many different areas until she discovered 

a unique and sustainable way of painting, thinking 

and working within a very personal, very intimate and 

non-pretentious artistic space.

“These paintings represent my own reality since I 

started making them. They’re a progress, an evolution 

of my state in confinement. An ongoing, endless 

project about where, and who I’ve been at different 

points int ime, all at the same point in space: home. 

It’s a timeline, or a visual diary with multiple entries."

August eighteenth 11:29am 2020 
acrylic on canvas 120 x 80

July twenty fifth 10:28am 2020 
acrylic on canvas 120 x 80



Iman Toufaily

Iman Toufaily is a Lebanese artist with an MA in Plastic Arts. 

With a bold and experimental approach, she is always 

researching new ways to express her own experience amongst 

the current dramatic changes in the world.

Through “COVID” and “CORONA”, her most recent works, 

she reveals the state of nervousness, anxiety and tension due to 

having a family member working as a nurse amid the Covid 19 

crisis. In her body of work, Iman vividly expresses her desire to 

create an abstract space that engulfs a completely different 

reality.

Untitled 40 2020 acrylic, pen and marker on 
printed photograph 18 x 13.5

Untitled 49 2020 acrylic, pen and marker 
on printed photograph 18 x 13.5



Still.Life
Life as a composition

Isolation forced us to stop. Our lives became 

compositions, still life with figures. We waited. 

Contemplated. Re-seeing the familiar and 

remembering the past.



Angela Galvan

Angela Galvan was born in 1987 in Venice, Italy. 

There she studied philosophy (Cà Foscari 

university) and drawing (Academy of fine arts) 

before moving to Pisa and England where she 

graduated in the history of art. Now based in 

Budapest, she works as a language teacher while 

she paints and writes.

Venetian Walk 2019 oil on canvas 25 x 35
Portrait of D 2015 oil on canvas 70 x 100



Johnny Semaan

Johnny Semaan is a Beirut-based Syrian artist born in Lattakia. He graduated 

from Damascus University with a Bachelor Degree in Fine Arts in 2007. He 

was then an instructor at the Faculty of Fine Arts at Tishreen University in 

Lattakia. He obtained his Masters degree in Plastic Arts from the Lebanese 

University in Beirut in 2019.

Johnny is also the recipient of the 2019 Boghossian Foundation Prize in 

Lebanon for painting. He has participated in several solo and group exhibitions 

both locally (in Syria and Lebanon) and internationally. In his body of work, he 

focuses on human anatomy, through which he explores themes related to 

human nature and social life.

Dissociation 2019 acrylic on canvas 100 x 150



Untitled 2 2019 acrylic on canvas 150 x 240 cm



Interiors/Exteriors
Our world became small

Viewed through windows

Our dreams became smaller

Only craving the air

Spaces once familiar to us took on new 

meaning as they became our world. The 

essence of our space was re-examined, 

dissected, the locus of intense introspection. 

And what lay outside our windows was 

suddenly longed for. Even the most mundane 

elements of the outside world were 

transformed to the exotic and the desired.



Asia Connell

“Many worlds, only one soul”. This is the motto that Asia 

Connell has always applied in her philosophy of life.

Journalist, reporter, geopolitical analyst, international operator 

and qualified advisor for the application of International 

Humanitarian Law, Asia Connell joined the Second Life 

platform in July 2006 and has since been involved in 

combining the experiences of the so-called real world with the 

virtual one through the use of massive metaverses in full 

immersion projects.

Asia Connell in her RL has been involved in volunteering both 

in the Catholic world in Salesian organizations, and in the civil 

world within the Tribunal for the Rights of the Sick and the 

Federative Democratic Movement, and within the anti-mafia 

coordination that led to the birth of anti-racket associations in 

Sicily after the attacks of judges Falcone and Borsellino 

(1992).

A political activist, she has dedicated over a decade to painting. “The 

world of colors had taken possession of my senses and diluting on 

canvases and cartoons was a liberating act – she says in a note – so 

importing some of my artworks into Second Life immediately seemed 

to me like the most instinctive of actions, devoid of any recognition 

that it was not the personal pleasure of those colors that stained the 

canvases”.

She has documented, as a reporter, some activities of the Italian 

Armed Forces, such as the Mare Nostrum mission (2014) and Kosovo 

in the post-war period (2017).

Today she collaborates with some rl magazines and takes care, 

assisted by a support team, of the management of Camp Italia, an 

educational region in Italian language on the Second Life platform.

She founded the “Connell Project Foundation” in Second Life as a 

meeting point between the real and the virtual for experimental 

projects and civil, humanitarian and cultural commitment, joining and 

supporting projects such as the “Nassiriya Memorial” and organizing 

conferences and exhibitions of art of various authors inworld even 

before the birth of LEA.



April Rain mixed media on paper 29 x 21

Rugiada oil on canvas 50 x 40



Chloe Sfeir

Chloe was born in Beirut in 1998. She is currently 

pursuing her Master’s Degree in Plastic Arts in the 

Lebanese University. Her interest mostly resides in 

the notion of space/object, specifically the intimate 

space and object and how they both influence one 

another. Her interest in intimate space was born out 

of a feeling of    disconnection, a detachment from 

what would normally be described as a safe and 

grounding space: home. After much reflection as to 

the root of this disorder, it became clear to her that it 

was in fact religion (and the excess thereof). The way 

she chose to approach it was not by deciding what 

these figures mean to her nor by trying to understand 

anything per se, but by simply showing those figures 

in her paintings, exactly as they are: dominant. Later 

on, she explores a different side of this notion by 

removing all the religious elements in the room.
Experiment 1 2021 
acrylic on canvas 40 x 48

Experiment 2 2021 
acrylic on canvas 43 x 40



In the Nexus
All points collide

In time and space

As the world forever altered

At the point of collision is often chaos, the 

inexplicable, the confusing. Here the past 

and present coexist, time and space defy 

reality. This is the place of different realities, 

and the reality of realites which should not 

exist.



Amani Ali Hassan

Manar Ali Hassan was born in 1980 in Beirut, Lebanon. 

She is an emerging multidisciplinary visual artist and 

graphic design instructor, with a BA in Art Education 

(2002) and a BA in Graphic Design. In 2019, Manar

earned her Master in Visual Arts with distinction for the 

Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts (ALBA) - University 

of Balamand.

Ode to Beirut is a visceral reaction to the Beirut blast 

that took place on August 4, 2020. It queries the notion 

of collapsing space and time into one image. The 

analogue of the unescapable event is reshuffled as a 

trapped succession of distortions, where the figures 

representing a painful body are dissolving into several 

fields and breaking up, hinting at the devastated city.Ode to Beirut - Figure 1 2020 
mixed media 42 x 29.7

Ode to Beirut - Figure 8 2020 
mixed media 42 x 29.7



Krikor Avessian

With a BA in Interior Design, Krikor Avessian has 

graduated from the Lebanese International University 

with honors.

He has pursued his artistic acknowledgements through 

Hamazkayin Toros Roslin College of Fine Art and several 

Master classes with the artist Ara Azad.

Krikor Avessian is an experimental artist that works. with 

different materials on thought provoking themes and 

concepts. He is often known for presenting different 

realities, even the unpleasant ones, in a very delightful 

and playful way.

Four seconds and thirty three milliseconds 2017 

mixed media 53.5 x 57 x 3 cm

Jardon 2020 
resin cast, bronze patina finish 

18.5 x 18.5 x 4



Ahmad Ghaddar

Beirut-based artist Ahmad Ghaddar, also known as Renoz, is a graduate of the faculty of Fine Arts 

from the Lebanese University. He is primarily driven by his passion for street art and has very 

interesting conceptual and visual interpretations of various contemporary subjects.

Since the beginning of the Lebanese revolution (2019), a huge economic crisis has hit the country. 

Only a year later, the exchange rate of the US dollar enormously increased, to more than ten times 

its original value. In a series entitled “Inflation”, Ahmad manifests this crisis through exaggeration, 

destruction and reconstruction of the Lebanese banknote by transforming it into a contemporary art 

piece.

Inflation 2020 hand cut bank note, collage on paper 12 x 20



Khaled Hafez

Khaled obtained an MFA in new media and digital arts from 

Transart Institute (NY, USA) and Danube University Krems

(Austria). His practice spans the mediums of painting, 

film/video, photography, installation and interdisciplinary 

approaches. With more than 20 participations in 

international exhibitions and 30 solo exhibitions, Khaled 

has made his way to the top in the art scene with his 

mesmerizing and thought-provoking artworks. His works 

are owned by The British Museum and The Saatchi 

Collection of London as well as many other prestigious art 

institutions.

Nute on Yellow 2019 mixed media on canvas 80 x 100
From the series Tout-en-
Karton II part 2 2020 
mixed media on cardboard 
40 x 40



Darkness…Light

All things are cyclical. 

Darkness brings light, light brings darkness.

Shadows and illumination. 

An infinite circle…

and we will always live on.

Darkness and light lie at the heart of art. Shadows 

and highlights, contrast suggesting meaning and 

mood. And Nexus ends where it began; in the 

beginning there was darkness, and then there was 

light. 



Amani Hassan

Amani Hassan has completed her BA in Fine Arts from 

the Lebanese University, took some courses in painting 

and restoration in Surikov University, Moscow and 

is currently pursuing her Masters degree in Plastic Arts.

“Our personal character prints its identity in every 

element of the house, that makes every item an 

independent world itself; full of memories, emotions and 

information.

Echoes called back Bach, my favourite composer, every 

time my ears heard the beautiful poetic light, lounging its 

presence in the void. Avoid that has never been spaced 

from musical notes and light. Light has always been the 

main element in my perceptions. The presence and the 

absence of light differs with its perspective.”
Presence of Absence 13 2021 

charcoal on rice paper 42 x 29.7
Presence of Absence 7 2021 

charcoal on rice paper 42 x 29.7



El tubo 2018 photography

Luis Manual Vasconcelos

Light as a raw material for the photographer

Without Light there is no Photography.

Photography is, in its essence, the use of light with 

the ultimate goal of making an image. To 

photograph is to manipulate the Light. The two 

photographs here are examples of a personal project 

that Luis has been working on using small glass 

objects, which he photographs using different light 

sources to explore the effects of refraction and 

reflection provided by the creative incidence of 

Light at various angles. There is no type of digital 

manipulation in these works. These are just 

photographs in which Luis explores the raw material 

of the photographer to the best of his ability –

LIGHT. To photograph is to see and to see is to 

discover.



La esfera 2018 photography




